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Theme Four

Planning for Sustainable
Travel and Connectivity

329

The transport network across
Oxfordshire is critical for residents to be
able to access services, facilities and employment,
as well as being needed for delivery of freight and
goods. However, there are continued pressures
on the use of this network associated with travel
demand that needs to be managed and leads
to wider impacts. This includes environmental
impacts associated with use of vehicles including
air quality and carbon emissions.

330

With planned new development,
the demand for travel is expected to
increase and it is therefore important that this
is managed, and plans are put in place to both
support sustainable transport choices and reduce
the need to travel where possible. In addition,
the wider objectives and targets on climate
action mean that there will be a need to ensure
the Oxfordshire Plan supports a move towards a
transport network across Oxfordshire and beyond
that significantly reduces carbon emissions over
the next few years. In practice, this will mean
significant enhancement to bus and rail services,
and a focus on delivering comprehensive active
travel networks that enable people to choose
walking and cycling for more local journeys,
securing health gains as well as supporting the
tackling of climate change.

331

The Oxfordshire Plan also needs
to take account of and support
wider infrastructure and transport strategy
development. It will be particularly important
that the Oxfordshire Plan complements and

supports the new Oxfordshire Local Transport
and Connectivity Plan (LTCP), but also in a
wider context aligns with other cross-boundary
strategies including the England’s Economic
Heartland Transport Strategy, and guidance
and strategy being developed at a national level
as part of the de-carbonisation agenda. Major
planned strategic schemes such as East West
Rail will also significantly impact on the transport
choices available in Oxfordshire and more widely
across the Oxford-Cambridge Arc. The Oxfordshire
Plan can support and complement such plans to
transform sustainable travel options.
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It is also important that long-term
spatial planning recognises that
the way people live their lives is increasingly
influenced by changes brought about by
technology and innovation. For example, the
availability of high quality fixed and mobile
digital connectivity can significantly impact on
the need to travel, with trends such as flexible
and home working dependant on its continued
provision. The take up of lower carbon vehicles,
particularly Electric Vehicles, will also need
supporting, and developments should be
designed to provide for these.

333

The management and movement of
freight and goods is also changing,
influenced by trends such as the continued
increase in internet-based shopping, and the
uptake of freight by rail. The Oxfordshire Plan can
support the development of a more sustainable
freight management system.
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Theme Four
Meets the following Objectives of the Oxfordshire Plan:
No 1.
To demonstrate leadership in addressing
the climate emergency by significantly
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

No 4.
To improve health and wellbeing by
enabling independence, encouraging
active and healthy lifestyles, facilitating
social interaction and creating inclusive
and safe communities.

No 10.
To reduce the need to travel and to
support people in making sustainable
transport choices by providing inclusive,
integrated, safe and convenient
pedestrian, cycle and public transport
infrastructure linking communities.

No 11.
To ensure that communities are
digitally connected and that innovative
technologies are supported.

No 9.
To deliver high quality, innovatively
designed development that ensures
efficient use of land and resources.
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Policy Option 17

Towards a net zero transport
network

334

Emissions from transport currently
account for around a third of
greenhouse emissions in Oxfordshire, with the
majority of this from road traffic.44 Although vehicle
fuel efficiency and the switch to lower emission
vehicles has started to have some impact,
emissions from transport have not been falling as
quickly as in other areas such as energy, meaning
that the proportion of emissions from transport
(road and rail) have increased over the last few
years. (Pathways to a Zero Carbon Oxfordshire
Report). Reducing carbon from transport
movements will therefore be key if Oxfordshire is
to meet its climate action commitments.

335

Both local and national policy is clear
that there is a need to cut our carbon
emissions from transport. At a national level this is
set out in the emerging Department for Transport
De-carbonisation Plan, which already includes
strategies for increasing walking and cycling, and
bus use.45 At a sub-national level, ambitions for
a net zero carbon emissions transport network
are set out in the recently adopted Transport
Strategy for England's Economic Heartland.46

At a local level, a new Local Transport and
Connectivity Plan is being developed, with a draft
Vision recently consulted upon which focuses on
improving digital connectivity, active travel and
public transport to support the move towards a
net zero carbon emissions transport system, and
meet wider social/ health outcomes.47

336

These policies indicate that if we are
to achieve required reductions in
carbon emissions from transport, there will need
to be a change in way that transport is planned
and managed.

In particular, there will need to be:
 A reduction in overall travel movements,
especially by private vehicles, enabled in part
through investment in digital technology;
 A shift to public transport and active travel
modes, especially for shorter journeys, enabled
by increased investment in public transport,
walking and cycle networks;
 Better management of freight and goods, with
a focus on decarbonisation and enabling zero
emission 'last mile' deliveries;
 A significant uptake of zero carbon vehicles,
supported by investment in charging facilities,
and,
 Ensuring the opportunities offered though
technology and innovation to support

sustainable transport solutions are taken up.
Spatial planning has a clear role
in supporting the move towards a
net zero carbon emissions transport system.
In particular, the location and design of new
development can have a significant impact
on the propensity for people to travel, and the
number, type and length of travel movements.
For example, the recently completed RTPI report,
'Net Zero Transport; the role of spatial planning
and place-based solutions' sets out that transport
and land-use planning needs to be integrated if
carbon reductions are to be met.48
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Development plan policies can
assist and be complementary
to the policy development in transport and
infrastructure plans. Paragraph 104 (b) of the
NPPF (2019) states the need for planning policies
to ‘be prepared with the active involvement
of local highways authorities, other transport
infrastructure providers and operators and
neighbouring councils, so that strategies
and investments for supporting sustainable
transport and development patterns are
aligned,’ whilst (d) states that policies should,
‘provide for high quality walking and cycling
networks and supporting facilities such as cycle
parking (drawing on Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans).’

44 scattercities.com

47 consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/localtransportconnectivity/consultationHome

45 gov.uk/government/publications/creating-the-transport-decarbonisation-plan

48 www.rtpi.org.uk/netzerotransport

46 www.englandseconomicheartland.com/transport
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339

Building on this guidance,
the Oxfordshire Plan
policies can in particular support
the emerging LTCP policies, and any
associated updated transport targets
needed to move towards a net zero
carbon emissions transport network.
This includes active travel policies,
expected to focus on developing an
active travel network for the county
and further developing Local Cycling
and Walking Infrastructure Plans at key
settlements. Policies can also support
better sustainable first mile/ last
mile transport connectivity to public
transport hubs such as rail stations. This
will help complement major planned
investment, including service and
station improvements enabled through
East West Rail, and other major rail
capacity investment proposed as part
of the ‘Oxfordshire Connect’ priorities
arising out of the Oxfordshire Rail
Corridor Study.49

340

The alternative of leaving
these polices to local
plans is not supported given the
strategic and cross boundary nature
of transport network.

Preferred Policy Option
Policy Option 17

Towards a Net Zero Transport Network
All development proposals should be planned
to both take account of, and take opportunities
to support delivery of an Oxfordshire net zero
carbon emissions transport network, including:
Supporting delivery of enhanced walking and
cycling networks and routes, including those
identified as part of Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPS), and more strategic
active travel links between settlements and other
key locations such as areas of employment and
public transport hubs;






Supporting delivery of enhancements to the
bus network, including proposals for bus
priority measures and service enhancements;
Supporting delivery of enhancements to the
rail network, including linking in with new and
improved stations, and supporting service
enhancements;
Supporting delivery of improvements to
transport interchange, including enhanced
transport hubs such as at rail stations
that facilitate take up of sustainable travel

opportunities, and where relevant link with
opportunities for park and ride;




Supporting delivery of measures that improve
the efficiency and effectiveness of the freight
and logistics network that are consistent
with delivering a net zero carbon emissions
transport network: and,
Supporting delivery of improvements to the
local and strategic road network that are
consistent with delivering a net zero carbon
emissions transport network.

It will be important that the location and
planning for new development takes into
account the more detailed policies within the
County Local Transport and Connectivity Plan
(LTCP), and where relevant other policy, both at
a sub-national and national level. In particular,
it will be important to take into account and
support strategic cross-boundary proposals
that contribute towards delivering a net zero
carbon system, such as strategic public transport
improvements like East West Rail.

49 democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=543&MId=2783
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Policy Option 18

Sustainable Transport in
New Development
Sustainable Development Principles

341

How development is planned and
delivered impacts on the transport
choices that new residents will make. Put simply,
if development is planned around providing for
private car use, with limited opportunities for
residents to walk, cycle or use public transport,
then less sustainable travel choices are locked
in from the outset, and very difficult to change in
the future. Given the contribution of transport to
carbon emissions, this would make it very difficult
for new development to both achieve required
carbon reductions, as well as achieving wider
objectives in particular on health and wellbeing.

342

The NPPF (2019) makes clear that
development plans should look to
prioritise sustainable transport options where
possible. Paragraph 102 (c) states that plan-

making should ensure that ‘opportunities to
promote walking, cycling and public transport use
are identified and pursued,’ whilst paragraph 103
states that, ‘significant development should be
focused on locations which are or can be made
sustainable, through limiting the need to travel
and offering a genuine choice of transport modes.’

343

Unfortunately, historically much
development across the country and
indeed parts of Oxfordshire has been planned
and delivered with a focus on providing for and
mitigating the impact of car-based travel. The
RTPI Net Zero carbon report makes clear that
there is therefore a need to re-examine how
land-use and transport planning are integrated,
if we are to achieve our zero carbon vision. In
particular, the report notes there is a need to
move away from a predict and provide’ approach
centred on planning for forecast transport
movements (often based on past examples)
to one very much focused on planning and
delivering a vision (with targets) of what needs
to be achieved. Once the vision and targets have
been set, a hierarchical approach to planning for
transport movements can then be undertaken,
ensuring that supporting transport and land-use
measures are prioritised.

344

Planning for transport also needs to
be integrated into and support wider
place-shaping principles. Paragraph 104(a) of the
NPPF (2019) states that planning policies should,
‘support an appropriate mix of uses across an
area, and within larger scale sites, to minimise
the number and length of journeys needed
for employment, shopping, leisure, education
and other activities.’

345

More recently, the concept of 15 or 20
minutes neighbourhoods has come
the fore, and is about creating places where
resident’s everyday needs, such as education,
employment, community health and wellbeing
facilities and recreation opportunities can be
met within a short walk or cycle ride.50 Both the
planning guidance and 20-minute neighbourhood
concept supports the hierarchical approach to
planning for transport and movement, through
reducing the need for longer-distance travel,
particularly by private vehicle. To enable this, there
will also be a need to ensure that the street and
movement network for new development is well
designed, taking on-board key principles such as
those outlined for ‘healthy streets’ to encourage
take-up of more sustainable travel options.51

50 www.tcpa.org.uk/guide-the-20-minute-neighbourhood
51 www.healthystreets.com
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Planning for Zero Emission
Vehicles

346

The UK government announced in
November 2020 that the sale of diesel
and petrol cars and vans will be phased out by
2030, with the plan for all new cars and vans to
be 'fully zero emission at the tailpipe from 2035.'
Between 2030 and 2035 all new cars and vans will
need to 'have the capability to drive a significant
distance with zero emissions.'52 The main way
to enable this switch will be the sale of Electric
Vehicles, including plug-in hybrid vehicles, with
the proportion of new cars sold that are defined as
'ultra-low emission' now increasing year-on-year.
To support this, there is an acknowledgement of
the need to roll out significant further charging
infrastructure at homes, on local streets and along
strategic roads.53

347

Oxfordshire is already starting to plan
in detail for the required charging
infrastructure to support the move towards
zero-emission vehicles. The Oxfordshire Electric
Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure Strategy was signedoff by the County Council Cabinet, and most of
the district councils in March/ April 2021 and
sets out key policies and actions for roll out of EV

infrastructure over the next 5 years.54 The strategy
recognises that forecasts predict sales of EVs
to significantly increase in the run up to central
Government timescales, with Oxfordshire forecast
to be ahead of the rest of the country based on
sales to date.

348

The NPPF (2019) recognises that
planning has a key role to play in
ensuring the roll out of appropriate EV charging
infrastructure in new development. Para 115 notes
that any local parking standards should take
into account, ‘the need to ensure an adequate
provision of spaces for charging plug-in and other
low emission vehicles,’ whilst para 110 states
that applications for development should ‘be
designed to enable charging of plug-in and other
ultra-low emission vehicles in safe, accessible
and convenient locations.’ In July 2019, the
Government also consulted on proposals to set
minimum requirements for EV charging in new
and existing residential and non-residential
development, proposing chargers in every new car
parking space for residential developments with at
least 10 spaces, and 1 in every 5 spaces for nonresidential development with at least 10 spaces.55

349

both have policies that support introduction of
EV charging points, with the Oxford City policy
specifying the need for EV charging points at
each residential unit with a parking space, and
for at least 25% of non-allocated spaces to have
charging points. Non-allocated spaces can not
only provide for both residents and visitors,
but they can also help enable shared mobility
options such as car clubs. EV charging can also
be integrated into the energy networks for new
development, with smart charging of vehicles
aligning with energy demand and power supply
from renewables.

The recently adopted local plans
for Oxford and South Oxfordshire

53 gov.uk/government/news/green-motoring-milestone-with-half-a-million-ultra-low-emission-vehicles-now-on-uk-roads
54 news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/preparing-oxfordshire-for-the-electric-vehicle-revolution
55gov.uk/government/consultations/electric-vehicle-chargepoints-in-residential-and-non-residential-buildings
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Policy Option 18
Sustainable Transport
in New Development

In this approach, all development
proposals should consider and plan for
transport and access against a vision,
focussed on enabling people to travel
by active and sustainable means. In
particular, plans should be considered
in a hierarchical way as follows:

1. Reducing the need to travel - ensuring that
high quality digital connectivity is provided
to enable working and access to services
from home, and that necessary services and
facilities are planned and provided in close
proximity to new housing areas which can be
accessed through safe and direct walking and
cycling routes.
2. Planning for sustainable travel modes ensuring that new development is primarily
designed to enable movement by active travel
and public/shared transport, and that sites
are well connected to surrounding sustainable
transport networks. The street and movement
network should be designed to focus on
enabling residents to be able to walk and cycle,
and easily access public transport options.
3. Providing for zero emission vehicle use ensuring that any essential vehicle travel for
people and goods is prioritised for zero carbon
emission vehicles, with adequate charging
and other supporting infrastructure provided
as per the following standards:
a. For residential development, each new
residential unit with an allocated parking
space should be provided with an electric
vehicle charging point. At least 25% of nonallocated spaces (with a minimum of 2)
should be provided with an electric vehicle
charging point.

b. For non-residential development, at least
25% of spaces should be provided with
electric vehicle charging points.
Provision of EV charging instructure should
be integrated in the masterplanning for new
development form the outset, alongside
provision for full fibre broadband, 5G mobile
networks, and sustainable energy provision.
The spatial context of any proposed
development would also be important in
determining the detail of proposals within
the sustainable travel hierarchy, and certain
measures will be more suited to certain
locations than others. However, at all times
measures at the top of the hierarchy should be
robustly considered first, before moving on to
measures further down the hierarchy. Provision
and management of parking should also be
considered in this context, recognising priority for
zero emission vehicles. It will also be important
that planning and development takes into
account relevant more detailed guidance such
as the walking and cycling design guidance as
part the LTCP and accessibility guidance, as well
as ensuring connectivity with existing walking/
cycling networks identified in Local Cycling and
Walking Infrastructure Plans.
The diagram on the following page sets out key
questions to consider through the hierarchical
approach.
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Reducing the need to travel




Has high quality digital connectivity been provided to all parts
of the development?
Have services and facilities been designed to be integrated into
the development, with easy access by walking and cycling from
houses?

Planning for sustainable travel modes










Is the development movement and connectivity network
designed around use of active travel modes - walking and
cycling?
Are the transport links to surrounding areas priorities for use of
sustainable transport modes, and help enable wider network
improvements?
Are streets designed to encourage walking and cycling?
Is there easy access from new houses to bus services
and key transport hubs such as rail stations and/or
interchanges?
Has management of sustainable freight movements to/from
and within the development been taken into account? Are there
opportunities to provide for freight consolidation within the
development to sustainable modes of access - e.g. cargo bikes?

Providing for zero emission vehicle use


Are adequate charging facilities and other infrastructure
provided within the development, both for individual houses,
but also at relevant public areas?
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Policy Option 19:

Supporting Sustainable
Freight Management

352

Movement of freight and goods is an
inherent part of our market-based
economy. Complex supply chains have built up
over time, based on usage of a range of logistics
facilities and the transport network. The majority
of freight and goods are moved by road, both by
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) and Light Goods
Vehicles (LGVs). Due to Oxfordshire's central
location in the country and proximity to major
ports and airports such as Southampton and
Heathrow there are major freight movements
through the county, particularly on the main road
routes such as the A34 and M40, but also by rail.56

353

However, there has been increasing
concern regarding the impacts of
freight movements on particular areas and less
strategic roads. The current Local Transport Plan
freight strategy therefore recognises the benefits
of focusing freight movements on the strategic
road and rail network, as well as managing and
mitigating the impact of freight movements in
other areas.57

56 Supporting freight - England's Economic Heartland

(englandseconomicheartland.com)
57 LTP4 - Countywide and corridor strategies | Oxfordshire
County Council
58 LTCP Baseline Report at: Local Transport and Connectivity Plan - vision consultation - Oxfordshire County
Council Consultation Portal
59 gov.uk/government/publications/future-of-mobility-automation-in-freight-transport
60 www.pedalandpost.co.uk
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The NPPF (2019) Paragraph 104 (e)
notes the need for planning policies
to ‘provide for any large-scale transport facilities
that need to be located in the area, and the
infrastructure and wider development required
to support their operation, expansion and
contribution to the wider economy. In doing
so they should take into account whether such
development is likely to be a nationally significant
infrastructure project and any relevant national
policy statements.’

355

At a more local level, the increasing
demand for local deliveries to both
homes and businesses enabled through digital
connectivity has in turn driven increases in
use of smaller goods vehicles. For example,
the number of LGVs increased by 29% over the
10-year period between 2004 and 2014, with
Department for Transport forecasting indicating
continued growth over the next 30 years,
including being much higher than HGV growth
over the same period.58 Looking to the future,
there is also potential for further delivery of goods
by automated and/or electric vehicles, or drones
should relevant legal and practical considerations
be overcome.59 There is therefore a need to look
at how to best manage this demand for shorter
distance journeys alongside management of
longer-distance HGV movements, and look at
opportunities to reduce associated environmental
emissions. One example of this is supporting
consolidation and transfer of freight for more
local journeys by cargo bike, including through
enabling new and enhanced facilities. ‘Pedal and
Post' is already operating successfully in Oxford
and helping to enable further such operations
across Oxfordshire will assist the move to more
sustainable and low carbon last-mile delivery.60
There is also opportunity to support delivery of
the charging infrastructure needed to enable a
move towards use of electrically powered LGVs in
the shorter-term, and HGVs in the longer-term.
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356

The preferred policy option would
close the current planning policy
gap and provide a strategic framework for
considering freight issues as proposals come
forward. These are not matters that are well
suited to consideration through individual
local plans given the strategic nature of freight
movement and goods management across
Oxfordshire and the need for consistent criteria
for consideration of proposals.

Preferred Policy Option
Policy Option 19:

Supporting Sustainable Freight
Management
Development proposals would be supported that
enable a move towards more sustainable freight
and goods delivery, and which have the potential
to improve system efficiency and effectiveness
and allow uptake of lower carbon transport
choices. Facilities that support uptake of zeroemission freight vehicles such as electric vehicle
charging areas should also be supported.
However, such facilities will not be suitable at all
locations. The following matters should therefore
all be reviewed carefully before considering
support:








The alignment of any proposals with local,
sub-national, and national policy and
guidance;
The proximity of proposed facilities to relevant
strategic transport corridors;
The ability for facilities to be easily accessed by
sustainable transport modes; and,
Any environmental, amenity, or heritage
impacts on surrounding areas.
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Policy Option 20:
Digital Infrastructure

357

The Oxfordshire Digital Infrastructure
Strategy sets out that society is
increasingly dependent on high quality digital
infrastructure provision for our everyday needs.61
This was thrown into focus during the recent
COVID-19 pandemic where digital provision was key
in enabling many people to continue to work and
access services and facilities remotely. However,
the trend towards a more digital world was already
happening before then, with a move to cloud
storage and applications, the increasing trend
and requirements around homeworking, and the
significant growth in video-on demand content.
Demand for high quality digital connections is only
going to grow in the future with the move towards
Internet of Things and Artificial Intelligence.

358

The Oxfordshire Digital Infrastructure
and the national Future Telecoms
Infrastructure Review outlines that in order to
provide for this more digital world there is a need

to focus on roll out of both full fibre broadband
(allowing for reliable internet speeds of up to
1Gbps/ 1,000 Mbps), and the infrastructure needed
to support deployment of 5G mobile technology.62
The review targets near 85% nationwide coverage
of full fibre by 2025, and deployment of 5G to
the majority of the country by 2027. In short, it is
expected that full fibre and 5G mobile coverage
should be norm within 5 to 10 years. The rollout of
enhanced digital infrastructure is vital for rural and
urban Oxfordshire.

359

In practical terms, full fibre provision
relies on the effective laying of fibre
optic cabling, whilst 5G depends on traditional
mast mounted equipment and also small cell
deployment. Small cell technology is in turn
dependent on mobile transmitters every 100m
or so, and most transmitters require a fibre
connection. Both technologies therefore need to
be planned together when being rolled out in a
particular area, such as a new development.

360

Para 112 of the NPPF (2019)
makes clear that planning policies
should ‘support the expansion of electronic
communication networks, including next
generation mobile technology (such as 5G) and
full fibre broadband connections.’

361

The benefits of providing this
infrastructure at the outset of new
development are:













Allowing delivery of ‘smart homes’ that help
residents in their day-to-day lives, for example
by better controlling heating to reduce energy
consumption;
Allowing residents to work from home or local
offices reducing the need for commuting;
Ensuring that all new residents have full access
to high quality digital provision from when
moving in, making sure that they are not
digitally excluded;
Giving new residents live provision of real-time
integrated public transport information where
journeys are necessary;
Allowing for provision of sensors in homes of
vulnerable people to enable access to services
and permitted monitoring of live health data; and;
Facilitation of a Living Labs environment to
trial new technology.

61 digitalinfrastructureoxfordshire.co.uk/whats-next/timeline-strategy/digital-infrastructure-strategy
62 gov.uk/government/publications/future-telecoms-infrastructure-review
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362

An Oxfordshire-wide approach will
ensure that all development proposals
take into account national strategy and guidance
as well as securing the scale of investment
needed to secure a full rollout of investment.

Prefered Policy Option
Policy Option 20:

Digital Infrastructure
In this approach all new residential and business
developments would plan for the provision of
fixed and mobile technology from the outset.
Full fibre broadband connectivity should be
provided, with full ducting for use of fibre
cabling to be designed and laid out during the
construction of development.
Alongside any other supporting infrastructure,
this should also provide and support roll
out of 5G mobile technology throughout the
development. Infrastrucure providers should
ensure works are effectively co-ordinated with
other parties, including the Highway Authority.

107

Oxfordshire Plan | Theme Four

Policy Option 21:

Strategic Infrastructure
Priorities

363

New development needs to
be supported by high quality
infrastructure. This needs to be delivered in a
timely fashion, alongside delivery of housing,
employment and other types of development.
However, the funding and delivery of
infrastructure is complex, with many different
infrastructure providers and funding streams.
Funding for key infrastructure to be directly
delivered on development sites such as schools
and green spaces can often be secured directly
through Section 106 payments.

364

Funding for more strategic
infrastructure such as major transport
improvements is often more complex, requiring
input from a number of public and private
sector partners. It can often require a package
approach, with developer contributions matched
with funding from elsewhere such as central
Government which is often short-term and
competitive in nature. Other investment, such
as provision of new digital networks, is largely
private sector led.

365

The respective Oxfordshire local plans
are all supported by Infrastructure
Delivery Plans (IDP), which set out in particular the
infrastructure seen as needed to support delivery
of allocated development sites, and planned
funding sources and timing for delivery. All four
Districts, the City of Oxford and the County Council
are also now required to produce an Infrastructure
Funding Statement annually which sets out how
developer contributions are being spent.

366

However, there has been a recognition
for some time that strategic
infrastructure requirements and funding often
needs to be considered at an Oxfordshire-wide
level. In 2017 an Oxfordshire Infrastructure
Strategy (OxIS) was initiated and subsequently
endorsed by the Oxfordshire Growth Board which
reviewed and prioritised strategic infrastructure
across the county, with a timescale of up to
2040. This was the first time that infrastructure
priorities had been considered comprehensively
in Oxfordshire in this way and has helped secure
significant funding for major projects such as
improvements to the A40, and a new bridge over
the Thames north of Didcot.63

367

A key emphasis of the OxIS update was the
need to consider and prioritise defined strategic
infrastructure against a set of strategic needs.
These were very much aligned with the principles
set out in the Oxfordshire Vision, focused on the
Environment, Health, Place Shaping, Productivity
and Connectivity, with a set of indicators under
each area allowing for a qualitative score to the
produced for each infrastructure project. The
relative importance to supporting housing and
employment growth was also considered in the
assessment, based on linkages with local plan
allocated growth.
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The OxIS Stage 1 update has allowed
for an objective assessment to be
undertaken of the relative importance of different
strategic infrastructure, and its alignment with
currently planned growth. This has resulted in
identification of priority schemes in infrastructure
types including transport, education, green and
blue infrastructure and water management. It has
also identified the funding gaps and requirements
for this infrastructure. Though considering
against a range of needs, the work has also given
a better understanding of how different types of
infrastructure perform against wider outcomes.

In 2020, the Growth Board agreed that
the Oxfordshire Infrastructure Strategy
should be updated, and a Stage 1 OxIS, covering
the period up to 2040 has now been produced.

63 digitalinfrastructureoxfordshire.co.uk/whats-next/timeline-strategy/digital-infrastructure-strategy
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369

Alongside other evidence, the OxIS
Stage 1 report will help inform the
refinement of Oxfordshire Plan spatial options
towards a preferred option at Regulation 19 stage.
It is also intended that a final Stage 2 report will
be produced to assess strategic infrastructure
priorities to 2050 and consider how these align
with the preferred spatial options. It is expected
that this will provide a strategic infrastructure
framework for delivery of infrastructure needs
alongside new development and inform the
more detailed planning for sites at the local
plan level. In effect, it is expected to become
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan to support the
Oxfordshire Plan.

Prefered Policy Option
Policy Option 21:

Strategic Infrastructure Priorities
Development proposals would be planned to both
take account of and take opportunities to support
delivery of the strategic infrastructure priorities
identified in the Oxfordshire Infrastructure Strategy
(OxIS), and any subsequent updates. Local
plans, and any supporting documents such as
Infrastructure Delivery Plans, and Infrastructure
Funding Statements should also take into account
OxIS when being developed and updated.

Alternative Policy Option
Option 21-01

371

Safeguard land for strategic
infrastructure priorities. This is not
preferred, as this should be considered in more
detail in the individual local plans that follow the
completion of the current OxIS work programme.

370

The preferred policy option seeks to
ensure that the Oxfordshire Plan and
the OxIS are aligned, given the significance of
strategic infrastructure that frequently crosses
more than one local planning authority.
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